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From friday Auguft 5. to Monday Aacaft 8. 


HE Prefence of fo many Perfons 
ot Quality that yefterday crowc\d 
my Drawing-room, made ine lay a- 
fide a Vific | intended to Madam 
Slender-fenfe, who is lately fallen 
ill of a Swelling the receiv’d by a 
Slip the Jait Ball Night: Some 





‘are {9 rude asto fay, that Beau Garfoon the, French 


Dancing-Mafter was the Occafion of it; and Mrs, 
Manlove, who generally tearches into the bortom of 
fuch an Affair, folemnly protefts fhe faw them go up 
one pair of Stairs together, what they did there fhe 
can’t tell, but the Lady has been ailing ever fince. 
Be it as ic will, I am {atisfy’d fhe won’t want At- 
tendance, which gives me the le{s Uneafinefs for lay~ 
ing afide {uch a piece of Formality ; efpecially firice 
it is credibly reported, that fhe does not intend to 
make a dying on’t, as my Niece Phebe is like to do 
for the lois of her Parrot. 

Moft part ofthe Evening was {pent in a Rehearfal 
of the Misfortunes of the adorable Clariffa, who, 
thoof a Complexion really Brunett, has tomething 
fo agreeably Charming and Atcractive in her Fea- 
tures, Shape and Mien, that the moft couragious 
Mortal never had the Temerity to ftand a Glance, 
without offering up his Heart a Sacrifice to the Di- 
vinity of her Perfections. 

?Twas the beginfing of Clariffa's Misfortune, to 
be born of, and brought up by, Parents who were 
either ignorant or regardleis of the finguiar Beauty 
of her Mffnd, which in her younger Years, us’d to 
fhoot forth fuch {plendid Rays of Wit, as charm’d 
the Auditors into Surprize and Admiration. She was 
{carce arriv’d to Years, wherein young Virgins are 
generally reckon’d Marriageable, when by her too 
rigorous Parents, fhe was privately contracted to 
Sensoro, an old Weatherebeaten Mortal, who by the 
motion of his Body, and fometrimes of his Tongue, 
the Acts of Refpiration, and fuch like Evidences, 
gave moft People Occafion to think he was alive ; 
whilft the fhortnefs ofhis Breath, and the ratling of 
his Throat, made every one conclude, that he was 
ready to make his Exit from this wicked World. 
Tho’ he was turn’d of Seventy, and look’d as old 
as fome do at Four-{core and Ten, yet his Coffers 
being well lined, his Eftate unmortgag’d, and he al- 
ways ina way of making Additions roit, fo tick- 
led the covetous Fancies of Clarifja’s Parents, that 
they were refolv'd to facrificg the irrefiftable Charms 
of their lovely Daughter, to one, whofe forbidding 
Years made him altogether uncapable of ufing a Jew- 
el of that ineftimable Value, as fhe really deferv'd, 
and no doubt would expect and defire. 

°T was reckon’d moft advifeable to prolong the 
Completion of their Marriage, rill the young Lady 
was turn’d of Fifteen, and then all ona fucdden fhe 
was let into the deftructive Secrer. Fear, Horror, 
and Amazement fill’d her render Soul, and made her 
{tifle {ome Words fhe would have made ule of to in- 
treat her Parents ro avert that terrible Doom. The 
Confli& betwixt Dury and the former, at laft en- 
ded in a Flood of Tears, which when dry’d up, flie 
found here felf unable to refift, and fo was forc’d to 
comply, notwithftanding fhe had fome time before 
made a folemn promife of Marriage to the lovely 


Cynthio, a neighbouring Youth, whofe inimitable 
Periect.ons and excelient Endowments, entitled 
hun with the greateft Juftice to Clarijfa’s Eftecin. 
But Fate ir feems had otherwife derermin’d, and the 
day came, when with the urmoft Reluctancy fhe {ul- 
fer'd Senioro to poffefs himfelf of all her Charms. 

Married they were, and he Jed her home in Tri- 
umph ro her Aparrment, where fhe was for many 
Years immur’d, to her unfpeakable Difcontrent. For 
a few Months indeed, he iuffer’d her to vifit the 
Church, accompanied by himfelf or an old Maid 
who'was her Guardian, or rather Miftrefs ;_ ti!! 
at laft Jealouly began to prey upon him, and then 
he refoiv’d never to admit her that innocent Pri- 
vilege, upon a Suppolition, that fhe might one 
Day meet with a Deliverer in a Place where {o 
much Company reforted. Thus fhe was more ftrict- 
ly confin’d for four orfive Years, rather as his 
Prifoner than his Wife ; till Fame began to {peak as 
loud of the Injuries he did her, as of her verruous and 
uncommon Merits, which infpir'd the generous Cyn- 
thio, who had often in vain attempted to {ce her, with 
a Stratagem of making Love in Difguife to her anti- 
quated Guardian, by which means he found an Op- 
portunity to divert her in thole tedious Hours, 
which before were wholly devoted to Solitude and 
Confinement. As fhe knew him to be a Man of too 
much Honour to attempt her refolute Vertue, flie 
gave him greater Freedoms than other wile fle would 
have done, and permitted him to {natch fome {mail 
Favours, which fhe thought he might rather attri- 
bute to Chance than Compliance. And as he did 
not reproach her with Breach of Promife, fhe was in 
hopes Time would make him forget it. Cynthio was 
fo tranfported, fo amazed, and carry’d fo far be- 
yond himielf with the Fruition of thefe leffer En- 
dearments, that he neglected nothing on his part 
that might make her Condition as eafy as poffible, 
tho in the mean time he added to his own Difquier, 
by cherifhing a Flame it had been happy for him to 
have extinguiflh’d. 

Bur this lafted not long, Fortune, who fometimes 
takes a delight to {port with the Gay and Beautiful, 
as well as with the Mean and Homely, unkindly 
feparated thefe happy Lovers, by nipping their Joys 
in the Bud, and laid open all their private Intrigues 
to the wretched old Man, and, no body knows how, let 
him into a Secret which dwelt in their Breafts alone, 

He no fooner heard or imagin’d {uch a thing to ke, 
but his Conicience fuggefted, that he actually was 
what he knew well enough he deferv’d. Anger, 
Jealoufy and Defpair, made him refolve on the De- 
ftruction ef his chaft and lovely Wife, which he had 
certainly effected, had not a fudden Sicknefs pre- 
vented him, which ina few Days carry’d him off,and 
left the yet unforrunate Clariffa Miftrefs of her own 
Affairs: But tho’ fhe had been fo intolerably us‘d 
and abus’d, yetfuch was her Difcretion, and fhe fo 
render of her Reputation, that fhe was feen all in 
Tears at his Funeral, and accompany’d the Corps 
to the Grave with as much Solemnity, as if he had 
been the moft loving Creature in the World. 

On the other hand, Cynthio could not but enter- 
tain {ome fecret Joy at the pro{pect of his approach- 
ing Happinefs, notwithftanding he ‘aw his dear 

Clariffa 








Clariffa in Tears. He gave her,as he thought,time fut- 
ficient to condole the Misforrune of {fo iinal! a Lots, 
and then made her a Vilit witb fuctr an awful Mo- 
dcvity and becoming Reverence, that cne would have 
thought might have melteda harder Heart than that 
of Clariffa’s. But fhe receiv’d him fo coldiy, and 
with tuch a negligent Air, that Cyxthso could nor 
forbear leting tall fome Expreflions that feem/’d to 
intimate his Thoughts of deferving a better Re- 
ception, Sheinterrupted him juft when he was go- 
ing to reproach her with the Breach of her former 
Engagements, andto.d him tin fhore, Dhat bis Pre- 
fumption was a great Uncafinefs to her, that Experience 
of a Marriage State had given her [uch an Averfion to 
it, that fhe proteficd utterly againft a fecond Trial, 
and therefire defir’d him not give himfelf and her the 


Trouble of fecing him any more.----- Is this the Effect of 


all my Tenderne/s, my long Expettations, my tedious 
Difquietudes, and conftant Refolutions always to love 
you P “tre thefe the Returns you make me, repiy’d Cyn- 
thio, for the Dangers I have run thro to pleafe you ? may 
you meet with a Man that loves you more, nay, that a- 
doves you as I do, and never have Occafion to remember 
the unfortunate Cynthio.------- At thefe Words he 
darted out of the Room withour taking his Leave, 
and has never been feen fince. She repented umine- 
diately of her Rafhnefs, fenr after him, and when 
it was too late, exclaim’d againft her telf for ufing 
him as fhe did ; but all was now in vain, he was 
irgecoverably gone. The next Morning an unknown 
Hand brought her a Letter, which prov’d to be 
Cynthio’s laft Farewel, The Tenour of st, {aid Polyda- 
mus, who gave us the Relation, atid who had a 
Copy of rhe Letter, wasas follows. 

The unfortunate Cynthio to the adoreable Clariffa. 
Give you the laft Proof of my Love, Madam, by the 
Exatinefs of my Obedience. I go, my dear Clariiia, 

I goto feck Death in a more fortunate Clime, since you 
have banifh’d me from your Prefence in this ; *twas niy 
good Fortune to be once cfteem'd, which gives a fharper 
Lidge tamy prefent Torment. Defpair and continual 
Grief reign Sovereigns of my Soul; 4 asI fhall never 
know any Ref, fince I have been deny « it by you ; I firall 
at leaft have this Happinefs, to die your Slave. May 
Heaven continually crown you with Profperity, put an 
End to your Sorrows, and make you unalterably happy. 1 
wifl) you may never have eccafion to repent of your Cru- 
elty to him, who fo vehemently ador’d you, as did the 
Miferable Cynthio. 

Hard-hearted as Clariffa was, fhe could not forbear 
exprefiing the Anguifh of her Soul at the thoughts of 
her Barbaricy ; fhe wifh’d the could recal the ficet- 
ing Lime, that She might once more bebold her lovely 
Swain; but the Heavens were deaf toher Prayets, 
and Fate it feems had nor yet put a period to her 
Misfortunes. She calm’d her felf at length, with 
the thoughts that he had nor quite abancon’d heft ; 
That twas poffible this Letter was only fent to terrify her 
in return to the ill Ufage fhe had given him ; but a- 
Jas, fome Days and Weeks being pafs’d away, and 
no Cynthio appearing, fhe gave him over for !oit 

kn a Kevoiurion of fjome Months, Time, that De- 
facer of all things, blorted him almoft ouc of her 
‘Thoughts, ti!l afucceeding variety of Troubles fore'd 
her to call him to mind again, and ftill to bewanl 
his Lofs and her Barbarity with ayGrief inexpredibie. 

The Time of her Widowhood was expis’d, and 
fhe appear'd publick to the World at her own Dif- 
pofal, with a Beauty, it poflible, more dangerous 
than ever. Her killing Eyes were now in the Me- 
ridian of their Luftre, and fhe quickly had Adorers 
without Number. 

Among the reft who profefs’d themfelves her Yo- 
taries, aud might boaft of {ome place in her fayour, 
was Mr. Rant, a young Delbauchee, who by a Se- 
ries of Predigalities had ccnium’d a fair Eftage at 

the Play beufe, and the Tavern. 
His Fortune was {unk to the loweft Ebb when he 
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firft mace his Approaches to the Divine Clarif. As 
he was Matter of Adareis, a Proficient i the Ora- 
tory of Love, and one whom the Gay j;arr of Man- 
kind counted a /V7t, he was nor long betore he to in 
finuated hynielt into her Favour, as to obtain the 
Surrendry @fthac Heart which Cynthio had io long 
ligh’d tor imgvain. The Rakifh Youth was {o irant- 
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ported withthe Conqueft, taat he icarce knew how - 


to contain himleif; bur retolv’d to pulia on his good 
Fortune whiit it was in his Power, and being airaid 
that Deiays might prove dangerous in aa Atlair of 
uch Comequence, be urged her to a ipecdy Mar- 
nage. *dwas notin her power to deny pivin g her 
Hand where the had before refign’d her Heart. The 
Ladies b.ufh’d for her ; her Keiations endeavour’d 
to ditiwade her from rufhing into that certain Ruine 
that mult neceflarily attend her prejent Retclution ; 
and in fhort all that knew her pity’d her extravagane 
Humour ; bur all in vain, Jt was her Dejliny to be 
unfortunate, and therefore impoffible to be prevented. 
The Marriage was celebraced withall the Pom 
and Magnificeace that cou’d be imagin’d ; and Mr. 
Rant with no {mall Glory poffels’d himielf of the 


charming Nymph; to her great Delight and Sarif- 


faction. He ceccitfully conceal’d his Evtuavagancy 


for {ome ume, and feeming'y madeit his whole De- 
lightto plealeher ; ull at ieagth, having got what 
fhe had into his Hands, and bis Humours and In- 
clinations being only violently reftrain’d, not really re- 
form’d, broke out more impetuoufly than ever. 
He neglected his Wife whole Days and Nights, nay 
fometimes whole Weeks together, under pretence of 
riding into the Counrry to fee his Relations: but 
is the mean while confuming her Subftance upon 
his Harlors, ull be left her as bare as he himfelf was 
when he firft made his Addrefles to her. He fold 
firft her Jewels, then her Plate, and laft ofall, what 
valuable Furniture fhe had, and has for fome time 
wholly forfaken her. 

The poor Lady, thus reduc’d, too late lamenrs 
her Raflinefs in banifhing the generous Cynthio from 
her Botom. She is yer alive, bemoaning her Con- 
dition ina reurd Country Life, at a {mall Seat of 
her own, whichis her lait Refuge, and which her 
exurvagant Husband could never get from her. Her 
Parents are long fince dead; her Friends and Rela- 
tions have folemnly vow’d never to look on her more, 
fince fhe defpis’d their Admonitions, at a time when 
it was inher Power, to have made her felf as Hap- 
py as fhe is now Mifcrabie. 

Polydamus having finifh’d this mournful Hiftory, the 
Company entertain’d themfelves with various Reflexions 
On thet Inevitable Defliny that always attends us, and 
which it is impofiible tor us to avoid. Sopbonisba, a 
Lady of excellent Peripicuity, was entring into a Dil- 
couile on the Variety of Incidents that attend Human Life, 
when fhe was interrupted by the coming in of Monfieur 
Gujflo, one ot thole tantaftical Fops, who, not content 
with the ciltinguifhing Charecter Heaven has been pjea- 
fed to beftow on Mankind, take a peculiar Pride in af- 
fuming fuch ridiculous Habits and Cuftoms, that make 
them look more like Monkeys than Men. We all per- 
ceiv'd he was flufter’d, and as the Ladies were inexpe- 

tation otjprolerable Rudenels, from one whom every 
body knew to have hut |ittle Senfe when fober, and 
noneat all when in drink ; they all rofe up to be gone; 
at which | was {fo neteled, “twas next to a Miracle } 
hadn’t fallen into the Vapouss.—— I defir’d Polydamus 
to whilper Guffo, and let him know that the Relpeét he 
ow’d the Company required a Decency in his Behavi- 
our; which had fo good effeét, that, after adjufting 
his Wig at the Great Glais humming over an Opera 
‘Tune, and taking a Pinch or two of Mufty, he threw 
himielf into an E}bow-Chair that Rood next him. Bur 
"twas impoflible to detain the Company, who were all 
rifen, and immediately withdrew. Monfieur fell tat 
afleep in the Chair, wnere I-left him, having fome Bu- 
finels upon my hands that required my Attendance ; and 
before I came back my Gentleman was gone, to my no 
imal] Satisfsétion. 

** The Second part of Charlotte, or The Guardian, % 
come to band, and will be inferted in the next 
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